SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL
NEEDS & DISABILITY
POLICY
Version 1.6
April 2022

Wellbeing
Committee

Special Educational Needs&
Disability Policy

Version Control
Policy

Special Educational Needs& Disability

SLT

FL : KA

Reference

Special Educational Needs & Disability Policy

Committee

Wellbeing

Circulation

Parents, Governors, Staff

Status

Agreed and adopted

Version

June 2015 v 1.3 updated in line with government
policy changes
January 2018 v1.4 updated with new staff and
SENDco/s, and website references.
March 2020 v 1.5 updated with new staff and
revisions
April 2022 v 1.6 updated with new staff

Governing body approved

FGB: 18 June 2015
WBC: February 2018
FGB: 27 February 2018
FGB 12 May 2020
FGB (to be reviewed May 2022)

Review Cycle

2 years

Wallingford School, St George’s Road, Wallingford, Oxfordshire, OX10 8HH
t: 01491 837115 e: office.4140@wallingfordschool.com
www.wallingfordschool.com
SEND Policy 2022 04 08

Special Educational Needs&
Disability Policy

Contents
1.

Aims & Values .................................................................................................... 3

2.

Context............................................................................................................... 3

3.

Identifcation and Support/ Definition of SEND (Education Act 1996) .................. 4

4.

What to expect at Wallingford School ................................................................. 4

5.

Roles and Responsibilities ............................................................................. ….6

6.

Accessibility ....................................................................................................... 7

7.

Dealing with Complaints ..................................................................................... 7

8.

Storing and Managing Personal Information ....................................................... 7

9.

Compliance ........................................................................................................ 8

Wallingford School, St George’s Road, Wallingford, Oxfordshire, OX10 8HH
t: 01491 837115 e: office.4140@wallingfordschool.com
www.wallingfordschool.com
SEND Policy 2022 04 08

Special Educational Needs&
Disability Policy
1. Visions, values and aims
Our school is an inclusive 11-18 school serving Wallingford and the
surrounding villages. The school supports the principle of inclusion for pupils
with Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND). We believe that a
policy of inclusive education has the potential to benefit ALL children. We are
committed to ensuring that all students realise their potential by sharing
a common entitlement to a broad, balanced and accessible curriculum,
having access to a wide range of extra-curricular activities and feeling
that they belong in, and are part of, the school community This provides
equality of opportunity and enables good outcomes for all students, regardless
of specific need or disability, with the aim of ‘sending every child into the world
able and qualified’.
*Adapted to reflect that Inclusion is about a sense of belonging, not just being
integrated into mainstream lessons.

2. Our context
Further information about our SEND context can be found via the following
resources:


The Local Offer gives detail about what support and services should
be available to those with SEND in the locality. This is the
responsibility of Oxfordshire County Council. More information can be
found at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/specialeducational-needs-and-disability-local-offer



The Special Educational Needs Information Report is published
annually by the school’s Special Educational Needs and Disability Coordinator (SENDCo) and provides information about what is being
delivered at Wallingford School. The latest report can be found at
file:///S:/SEND%20Information%20Report%202018%20(2).pdf
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The Special Educational Needs Policy is produced by Wallingford
School and gives detail about how the school aims to support students
with SEND in conjunction with the Local Offer.

This policy has been written by the SENDCo in consultation with the
Governing Body and parents of students with SEND through the SEND
Parents’ Forum Group.

3. Identification and support:
Definition of SEND (Education Act 1996)
A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or
disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or
her.
If he/she 


has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of
others the same age
has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use
of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the
same age in mainstream schools.

We aim to identify pupils who may be in need of SEND support in the
following ways: whole cohort assessments on entry in Yr 7, encouraging
referrals from teachers, regularly reviewing pupil progress data and
investigating parental concerns. Oxfordshire County Council’s Guidance
is also used to determine where SEND support may be necessary and
identify individual need.

4. What to expect at Wallingford School
We aim to:


to provide academic and pastoral support for pupils with SEND to
ensure they fulfil their potential
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to fulfil our statutory obligations to pupils with EHCps.
to collaborate with parents/carers and involve them in the education of
their children so that there is a shared perception of their progress and
desired outcomes
to work successfully with young people in our care and involve them in
their own education, ensuring that they have a ‘real voice’ and a sense
of belonging at school
for all teachers and teaching assistants to have high expectations of all
students, particularly those with SEND
for all students with SEND to become independent and resilient so that
they are well prepared for the future
to be flexible and creative in meeting specific individual needs.

We do this by –












providing differentiated, ‘quality ‘first’’ teaching (in the classroom) as a
priority
providing quality small group and 1:1 interventions to develop literacy,
numeracy and social communication skills
identifying students with SEND and specifying the nature of need
operating a whole student, whole school approach to the management
and provision of support for SEND
providing a SENDCo to manage and co-ordinate Special Educational
Needs provision in school
providing support, training and advice for all staff working with SEND
students through training delivered by SENDCo, Senior Leadership
Team and outside professionals
delivering training for staff in response to individual pupil need
meeting regularly with parents to discuss progress and agree next
steps
holding Annual Review meetings for pupils with EHCps to reflect on
their progress against agreed outcomes
creating and regularly updating bespoke pupil profiles detailing the
nature of individual pupils' specific needs and personalised teaching
strategies
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providing support and advice to parents/carers and students and
actively developing and maintaining partnership and high levels of
engagement with parents by operating an ‘open door’ policy
ensuring access to the curriculum for all students through monitoring of
quality first teaching by SENDCo and SLT.
continually assessing, monitoring and reviewing progress for all
students, ensuring that a ‘graduated response’ is used i.e. focussing on
assessing, planning, doing and reviewing to inform future plans
making effective use of support services, where it might improve our
provision
collaborating with external agencies to support pupils and families
enabling every child to experience success and recognising and
celebrating achievement
providing a safe environment for SEND students with the appropriate
facilities and specialisms: SEN Base for interventions, breakfast, lunch
and homework clubs, Re-FLEX Learning Centre for students requiring
alternative support
supporting the emotional and mental health needs of vulnerable
students
ensuring that transition from Primary School is carefully managed,
enabling all new students with additional needs to start Wallingford
School with confidence.
providing enhanced transition for pupils with complex SEND needs in
Year 6
ensuring that appropriate support is also provided for transition to
higher or further education.

More information about what to expect at Wallingford School is available in
the Special Educational Needs Information Report available from our website.

5. Roles and Responsibilities
The Head Teacher (John Marston) has responsibility for the management of
all aspects of school’s work including provision for students with SEND. He
keeps the governing body informed.
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The Governing Body, in cooperation with the Head Teacher has a legal
responsibility for determining the policy and monitoring provision for students
with SEND. The SEND Governor is Peter Rostron.
The Senior Leadership Team (Fin Lewis, Katie Vowles, Rhona Miller, Alison
Mummery, Tommy Lee and James Keeling) maintain an overview of liaison
with outside agencies and students with SEND.
The SENDCo (Kate Atkins) has day to day responsibility for the operation of
the school's SEND Policy. She coordinates specific provision to support
individual students with SEND and is responsible for identifying these
students using Oxfordshire County Council’s Guidance and referrals from
teachers, assessment data and concerns raised by parents. She also
provides professional guidance to colleagues and works closely with parents
and outside agencies. She oversees the deployment of Teaching Assistants
and Teachers of SEND.
The Teachers are responsible for meeting the needs of SEND students in
their classes.
The Teaching Assistants support students in the classroom to enable them
to become independent learners. They also deliver a range of small group
and 1:1 interventions.

6. Accessibility
Wallingford School offers a broad, balanced curriculum and extra-curricular
opportunities for all students including those with SEND. Adaptations for Key
Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 can be found on the Key Stage Provision map
detailed on the SEN Information Report and the School’s Disability and
Access Plan available from the school’s website.

7. Dealing with Complaints
Issues relating to SEND should be discussed with the SENDCo in the first
instance with a view to resolving them informally. If this is not successful,
parents are asked to follow the school’s Complaints Procedure, which can be
obtained from the school website, or main office.

8. Storing and Managing Personal Information
Documentation relating to students with SEND is kept, locked, in the SEN
office. Once a student has left the school their file can be requested by the
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receiving school or college. Files of students who leave are dated, stored
securely and disposed of after six years.

9. Compliance
This Policy complies with the statutory requirement laid out in the SEND Code
of Practice 0 – 25 YEARS (July 2014) and has been written with reference to
the following guidance and documents:


SEND Code of Practice 0 – 25 Years (July 2014)



Wallingford School’s SEND Information Report



Wallingford School’s Disability and Accessibility Plan
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